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ST HUGH’S BALL 2019

CYGNUS
Sponsorship 

Brochure



Introduction 
4th May 2019 will see around 1700 guests descend upon the beautiful 
grounds of St Hugh’s College, Oxford, for our biennial Ball.  

St Hugh’s College is one of the largest colleges at the University of Oxford 
and has had a long and distinguished history. It is a college proud of its 
radical tradition and beginnings, and today holds dearly values such as 
respect, access and inclusivity. Founded in 1886 by Elizabeth Wordsworth, 
St Hugh’s was established in order to provide the opportunities that an 
Oxford education brings, to poorer women. 

One of the 38 colleges which make up the University of Oxford, St Hugh’s 
today sends its highly sought-after graduates into a wide range of 
professional careers. Notable alumni include Theresa May, Barbara Castle 
and Amal Clooney. 

The Ball at St Hugh’s is a chance for our whole community to come together 
and celebrate our achievements. Open to students of the College, their 
guests, and the wider University of Oxford student population, Balls held at 
St Hugh’s have a reputation as being one of Oxford’s most spectacular 
events. 

We firmly believe that the St Hugh’s 
Ball in 2019 – Cygnus – presents a 
hugely exciting opportunity for your 
company. This brochure goes some 
way to explaining how, working 
together, we can arrive at a mutually 
beneficial arrangement. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

Robbie Whittaker 
President 
president.hughsball@gmail.com 
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Cygnus 
Our Ball is titled ‘Cygnus’. Cygnus – Latin 
for swan – is the name of a constellation in our 
galaxy, shaped like a swan. This name is a nod to St 
Hugh, after whom the College is named, the patron 
saint of swans. The theme allows us to focus on the 
numerous, varied myths surrounding the Cygnus 
constellation when marketing the Ball and presents a 
number of opportunities to create a visually 
stunning environment on the night itself. 

Cygnus is a black-tie event, and our 1700 guests                                          
will be treated to three stages for live music, 
several indulgent food outlets, and an extensive 
drinks selection. Also planned are fairground rides, a silent disco and 
stunning fireworks display. All of these different features of the Ball offer 
numerous opportunities for flexible sponsorship, as well as an amazing 
backdrop for sponsorship material. 

As a highly-desirable event, our marketing will concentrate on our major 
selling points. These include the details listed above, the beauty of the St 
Hugh’s College’s fourteen acres of grounds, and our elegant theme. To 
market Cygnus, we will be using our website, hughsball.com, alongside 
social media; our Facebook event for the Ball reached over 20,000 users 
within a week. We will also use print advertising, particularly in our target 
colleges, which offers further scope for a marketing partnership. We are 
sponsoring Oxford RAG’s ‘Jailbreak’, and have already ran a successful stall 
at the 2018 Freshers’ Fair. A launch night at a nightclub will take place in 
January ahead of general ticket release; most of Oxford’s students will be 
exposed to our brand and sponsorship material over the coming months.  
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Why sponsor us? 
There are five key reasons we feel it is in your interest to sponsor us: 

1 Our flexibility 
In addition to the Gold, Silver, and Bronze packages detailed on the following 
page, we are always open to working in whichever ways suit our sponsors. The 
Ball’s numerous components offer ample opportunity for sponsorship of 
individual, memorable moments at the Ball, as well as longer term 
partnerships.

2 Our size 
On 4th May 2019 we expect to host 1,700 guests. This is one of the largest 
Oxford College Balls. Physically, our fourteen acres of grounds offers plenty of 
opportunities for zonal sponsorship or branded bars and food outlets on the 
night. Our marketing, which would feature your company, will reach out to the 
entire student population in Oxford: over 23,000 of the world’s brightest young 
minds.

3 Our College; our responsibility 
Our College is renowned as one of the most friendly and inclusive colleges in 
Oxford, stemming from our radical foundations. We will be throwing our arms 
open to students from across the university and will be running a reduced ticket 
price scheme for Oxford Bursary recipients to promote accessibility. We are 
committed to working with the ‘What’s A Pound?’ and SustainABall campaigns 
to raise money and ensure that the Ball is and environmentally sustainable.

4 Our guests 
Oxford students are renowned for working hard and playing hard. A night like 
our Ball is an opportunity for the whole Oxford community to have fun. Whether 
you are looking to promote a product, service, or internship/graduate scheme, 
Cygnus is the perfect way to reach out to young, highly motivated, intelligent 
people.

5 Our team 
St Hugh’s Ball is being run by students, for students. We are all balancing the 
workload of the Ball alongside our studies. This is a unique opportunity to work 
with talented young people and gain an insight into the next generation’s work 
and consumer habits. Working with us will show you the very best that Oxford 
has to offer.
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Sponsorship packages 

The packages detailed above show just some of the possibilities which 
partnering with us would offer. For example, we would welcome the idea of 
working with a food or drinks outlet sponsoring our event through the 
provision of their product. If your company is interested in working with 
Cygnus in any way, please don’t hesitate get in touch (details overleaf). 
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GOLD
SILVER

BRONZE

Number of packages available 1 Up to 3 Up to 10

Cost Negotiable £4,000 £1,000

Advert in Ball Programme Double page Full page Half page

Number of VIP tickets 8 4 2

Named stage Main stage Second stage

Logo in Ball Programme ・ ・ ・
Publicity through social media ・ ・ ・

Logo on website ‘Sponsorship’ page ・ ・ ・
Logo displayed at Launch Night ・ ・

Sponsorship of Alumni Reception ・ ・
Logo on front page of website ・

Logo on wristband ticket ・
Sponsorship of the Fireworks display ・

Sponsorship of VIP Reception ・
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ST HUGH’S BALL 2019

CYGNUS
For sponsorship enquiries,        

please contact: 

Harrison Engler, Treasurer 
treasurer.hughsball@gmail.com 

07999 417 561

hughsball.com

mailto:treasurer.hughsball@gmail.com
mailto:treasurer.hughsball@gmail.com
http://hughsball.com
http://hughsball.com

